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My. —— 
Was not a little ed when I received intelligence 


| by your laſt, of that ſudden removal, not to call it 
Baviſhment, of you with other Nikon E 


natian, 17 1 that may tend a et ner to the 

| difſerleinent thereof. | 

You may remember, that defer on we 
Scorch ' 


„ 1 8 
a hint of & Bigottry of tl 
reſentwents ti 


* 


dle at ry dae, 1: e Proteftar 
| principle 16, 4 now . | that no provo 

cation dul n 2 pretext allure them 
do giva er Adverfarie ſo very great, as well as often 
— advantage againſt them. 

doubt not but you are ſenſible bow much the murther- 

the late Archbiſhop hath been improved to the diſgrace 

the Presbyterians ; ; a fact ſo contrary to Pollicy, ds well as 
E chat if evident proof had not laid it upon 
men who went under that Character, the Argument, cui 


ono, 
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bono, would have unavoidably laid it at the Papiſts door. 
T he Hamiltonian and Cameronian inſurrections are freſh 
in memory; and how the Popiſh party have improved them 
to their advantage, cannot be forgot; ſothat why you ſhould 
enter into Bonds an Covenants, and fo give jealouſies to 
the Government at ſuch a time as this, I cannot imagine; 
for belicve Jae, it rh laid 1 to her” charge, that you nor only 
covenanied amoggſ your lves, but alſo combined with the 
pprentices, Tumults, yea, continued them, and that 
65 a — = oppoſition, _ you were formally diſcharged 
by the Magiſtrates. - Foo, Pray you, how on you ven 
ture upon what you di to the Magiſtrates, 
unleſs you had the hand urance of ſome potent Aſſpt- 


ance ? Nay further, as if all chis had been a ſmall matter, 


as a note o diſtinction you put Blew Ribbons in your Has, 
makin g that the Trumpet, as well as Colour of your | Rebel. 
lion, — affronting the Nobilicy and Magiſtrates i in the 


to burn the Provoſts Houſe, which not long 

fortunately done: So char lms cape to kik hv mk 
be other put into your Heads meer 

N eee Cx aur dender . 
been unſcaſonable enough) why « 
Companies, and not rather, 
already done, apply your ſelves to your Kade Pray let 


me y things are in relation to this 
affair: For my part, I ſee no ſuch on Kratz the 
a Pope, and ſbut- 


fault and the — 15 betwixt burn! 
ting up the T if there were 3 underhand de- 
fon in your enterpriſe than was at firſt pretended to 


Your Loving Friend 
A. B. 


r and as a piece of revenge Lege 


Herten 9 
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- STR, 

JF Ours 1 received and read: I wonder not to fiad you take ſo much 
notice of a thing ſo Childiſb end Trigial, as was our late Pa 
geatry in burning the Pope, &-c. The mighty oppoſition it had the 
torrune to meet withal, is enough to make it confidetable : But *twas 
no ſmall ſurpriſe to me to hear a perſoa ſo diſcerning as your ſelf. ca- 
pable of being abuſed by ſuch ſorry Arti pres, as our Adverſaries have 
made uſe of to make us appear Guilty. Were it nor that 'aſſure my 
ſelf, that your blaming us at ſo great a tate, proceeded from the want 
of a right laformation of what we have done;atid what has Been done 
againſt us, it might go far to leſſen thar-high deference and value [ 
have always had of your Judgment. - I Hall endea vont ta diſabuſe 
you; The luterruption of my publick Studies, afford tue fuffſeieat 
leiſure : oaly let me premiſe, that I do not prpmiſe all, that might be 
faid in our excuſe, nor, it may be, all that my felf could ay were it 
convenient: The thing it ſelf ſpeaks, where am fllent; and f know 

that to labour ir, were to imply that tis not fo eaſſe to Apologize. 

I doubt not, but that tis the Proteſtauts Iarereſt is well as Prixc3- 
ple, to keep themſelves within the bounds of "4? aud to be 
careful to do nothing which may tender them to the Go- 
verument. And I no lefs, believe, that no true Proteſtants dove auy 

ep in their ſtations, and firmly 


When evet they ſhall be mind - 


y 


made this way, themſelves who are beſt acquainted with their ſucceſs, 
as well as conduct of their owh lafernal intrigues, are moſt able to 
determine. „„ 1 
But this we are ſure of, that the ſucceſs has not been ſo monſtrous 
great, as to render all other courſes unneceffary.. The Keel Plots 
that they have cunningly made * whoſe well meaning ( if = 
« | | | they 
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they could have ) hath out-run their Prudence and Duty, to engage 
in, have not ſo much contributed to the Grand Deſigu, but that there 
is ſtill ſomething left to be accompliſned by Ei ones. We all 
know how induſtrioully they indeavoured to affix a $ham- Plot upon 
the Presbyterians in England, and how little they wanted of laying 
the Top ſtone of that contrivance : Bug baving failed there, they, like 
men whom difficulties and dilappoigtments do but animate, reſol ve 
to praftiſe upon Scotland. Abd - purſuant to this Reſolutioo, they 
have there lain in wait, Et to improve every occaſion that might 


preſent it ſelf, where they might have the leaſt Vmbrage to affix an im- 


putation of Sedition and Rebellion. 

sir, you anly take natice in your Letter of the real Plots that Pro- 
ecſtants. or ſuch as pretend to be ſo, have 2 2adled into by the 
Papiſts, and are pleaſed ta reckan us amongſt thoſe Gul; but you 
ſeem quite to forget the forged Plots that they would throw upon 
Proteſtants that are altogether innocent, ↄſpecially where they think 
they have got a plauſible pretext for ſuch an Imputation. Give me 


leave therefore to put you in mind of that part of their Diabolical 


deſign 3 and to aſſure you that the Laage of N is now one 
inſtance of it, amongſt athers in the Ki of geot 
But before 1 progres further, it will b. ajent, for the pre- 
ventiog of being to tell you, es would not iu 1 
leaſt inſinuate, * * Magi free) there doth concern it ſelf to ſub- 
ſerve ſo villanaus an l #5 that when 
have _ ſuch am- 


Gor eo 


t 
Gy is this, | 
Te bo rn N. prong roi defignof 
of t ve rejeat qurs to 
e it to them, as to it ap 
they w] wo intended it: And hon 1 watt 
act no otherwiſe than accordir 
tion they received. Take this Hen along with you, t 
I am IS Diſloyalty and R but modeſtly — 
perſous not yet convicted, ad bo borrid Imputations.- Land I do 
not ſee, that thoygh the Magiſtrates have 3 A 
whom i endeavour to prove are innocent as to any diſloyal 
and who, I ſay, were aſperſed as ſuch by the ewſed walic: of — 2 
that I muſt needs be thought thereſore to reſſod upon the Magiſtrates 
incerity. 
þ And as I would not have you think, Sir, I deſign to reflect on the 
Magiſtracy 3 ſo I would not have you believe I intend 5 our 
ſelves, that we went on with our divertiſement aſter the 
diſcharged us; much leſs that I concern my ſelf to defend every par- 
ticular unpremeditated extravagance, which the violence of an'xnex- 
peed oppoſition might draw on. Let them who are better Tc 
* 


I accuſe the Papifts- 
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I, determine whether in the farmer we did.: well. or il; and far the 
latter, let it ſuffice, that I afſyre you, I Fee, if. we had mot 
with no oppolitian, . the whale. pyexecgrignably 7 


managed, as 'twas innocently contrived : Howey: Vegas, Twas, I. 
doubt not but to maks it appear that 2 fe ech blame ug, 
2 an'gyow-. 


if we did /editzdnfly combine together wi 
po «front ta Autharity, aud therein (ap the 
wretched Rebellion. || When I hall came to dell 
nels we uſed, as licde es might be tq ntrgach, 1 
went on with aur defign5 and the uh 
that were — . — us, Be 
very much iu management, 
— and 2 by, had it net. been 
nifying Glalles, as 'tis more than 

Having (aid thus nuch, to prayent the 
ball ed. 9 to lay,” N a 
the caſons promptcd us 80 
thing was really * bt 
any forrarn inftigation, lo WEre 
ou 05 ——— = We conſidered. = 
Piſh A pom e in their Coolpiracics, 
were by this time r end. n e WAmk 


4 Mare, 


T RS a] e ie 
the Hoh | _ 


ceivi letting 

eng th ſuch blocks as were lit —— 21 
{ed ta give us, they reckoned without their Holt 

We reſolved thereſote to hurn the g. 


b —.— 45 
gine that our enter ſnould be —— m el 
Rebellious, * | 
and [acliaations, moſt of male Parent f 5h Fall 
ta carry an any deſign cautnery ta the Þ enn del * 
Church or S3te. Had ie been only managed zch, Whose ___ 
whole, Parents hether 


— Civy, might be ——- e wi to wy” = 


L 


louſies, and foiſter Tumults and Sedition to undermine, at any rate, 
what they diſliked, we might have ſuſpected . poſſibly ro (ee it bfanded 


with rhe odious im utations you ſeem to caſt upon it. We might then 


have thouglit that the difadvantageous circumſtances of the urderta- 
kers would, with ſome o- headed people, have derived a Taint 
upon their inadcent Defign : But when we know that weſt of w who 
were conttrhed in it were 


ployment Ih the afſairr bf SHte wele ſufficient th free them of the 
leaſt ſuſpition of any deſign againſt'the Peace of it; when we kacw 
all this, 'we.could not 
looked upon, and proſecuted as a Crime of ſo horrid a Nature. 

We were the rather confirmed in this belief, when we reflected up- 
on the nature of the thing it ſelf ; for ſo purblind were we, that we 
could not foreſee which way the Publick Peace ſhould come io be 
concetned in it : We were ſatisfied that there was no ſuch dependauce 
between tither the Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Government of Scotland, 
and the Church or State of Rome, as that an affront to the latter muſt 
needs redound upon the former. Sotße df us indeed could not but call 
to mind, that we bave heard that our now Principal, once taking the 
liberty in the Pulpit to mention the vulgar ſuſpicion of the French- 
Kings illegitimacy, either had, or was in hazard of à ſevere reproof 
from the Magiſtracy for his »»ſes/dxable boldneſs; betauſe then. there 
was a fi} Alliance between Greet Britan amd Frefct. But we knew 
of no ſueb Alliance berween the Three Kingdoms and the Triple 
Crown, and therefore did not fear; that & grating upon che latter, 
ſhould have affected the former by cuuſeut: Se thought there was not 
ſuch cancord Between thetn, that the beatiipg yu the one fiptvg 
cauſe the other to found'by ſymphony. And further, if the Pope might 
be declared againſt in the Pulpits, and his Uſurpation abominated 
there without the Imputation of an Front tu ary of the Nobility, (and 
we have not heard that this hath,- nor ſuſpoct it ever will 'while his 
Majeſty lives, be proclamed Rebellious and Scditious ) we imagined 
that in a way ſuitable to our years and circumſtances, we might ven- 
ture a fling at him too, and Burn him. | 

And we had this further incouragement to believe our ſelves upon 
ſecure ground, That the very ſame manner of expreſſing a deteſtation 
of Popery, by Burning the Pope, has been practiſed in Landon, and in 
other places of England, without any Iaputetion of Diſlozalty or ge. 
dition that ever we heard of: And we were ſo fooliſh as to think, that 
what was permitted in a Kingdom (1 may be permitted. to ſay it) as 
well Governed as that of Scotland ( ſaving that tis not in ſo Military 
a manner, Oc.) might alſo have been allowed here. 

Theſe, Sir, were the Reaſons that we had to undertake a deſign of 
this nature ; theſe were the Inducements that led us, or millead us into 
a belief, that we ſhould meet with no oppoſition ia the proſecution of 
it, but from thoſe of the Popiſh Imtereft: And we thought that if ſuch 
ſhould ſmell it before-hand, they would endeayour by all the Addreſs 


© and 


ly atieſied with the eſtabliſhmenr by La 
in our refpective Ki und whed we knew alſo; that ſome of the 
undertakers had ſuch education iu the Fdtvilies bf ſome, . whoſe im- 


imagine ent our enterprize ſhould be 


% 
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and Cunning imaginable, fo to order matters, as:to lap an obſtruction 
in our way ; and therefore we thought fit to phlige thoſe whom we 
acquainted with che contrivance, to {ecrecy, Illo well grounded 
that fear was, the ſequel has inſtructed us 


dome to diſcaver it, 


ſe their 
. For this 
e _— 
hand we were ambyji- 


many 
rather the 
e 
udents only apilts 
ſhould have 
This, sir, '3s 


od all other; —— — 8 
thereby con ehe = 


— 
rity. Beſides, let any conſiderate man think whether t | 
forfeiture of Half a Crown (the only ny of that obligation) were 
* ſd 


= 


ry; and howfar that was 


that was the only end 
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ſo great a matter as to engage any in a Rebellion Can any man ſup. 
poſe that if we had deſigned any ſuch matter, we would not have 
condeſcended upon à rounder ſum? Add to all this our peaceable de. 
me anour, before, in, and after the 4Fjon, and what greater evidence 
can there be of the meaning that we took our ſelves to be obliged in ? 
So that tho' I do believe in my Conſcience there was no one who 
could take it in a bad ſenſe ; yet let's ſuppoſe that ſome ſuch there 
were, who being more Eagle-eyed than the reſt, did foreſee that ſome 
were like to be called in ueſſios, and had a mind to lay the founda- 
tions of their ſecurity, by obliging all to a l adberence to one 
another gain Authority, if ſuch a thing (ſhould _— yet I am 
ſure they were diſappointed of their end, if ſuch they had for to my 
knowl-dg there was none of them that ever attempted any thi 
agreeable hereunto, either by force to prevent the apprehenſion of their 
y, — tho there were none of us who did not privately re- 
ſeat the ruſhing in of Soldiers into the Colledge, and the breaking 
open our Chambers at — or to Reſene them after they were 
apprehended, or to defend the Statue till it ſhould be conſumed, or 
any other thing which might lool like a forcible oppoling Authority, 
otherwiſe than as I (hall | — - * 

a violent oppoſition to Authority, as you 
are pleaſed to accuſe us of, leave you to — 

In the ſame Paper, to prevent all miſconſtruction, we took care 
expreſly to declare that the reaſem of our Undertaking was wot 10 pm 
. affront upon any w- whatſoever other then the Pope, and that 
it. For 'twas here only that we could poſſi- 
bly imagine the Shoo would and therefore took what care we 
could to rpm; in the l And this is —* preſume which 
you intend by t eaſonablencſe you us with. 

However, our os not ſo carried but that it got 
wind, and — to the Lord rovoſ/ ear, was quickly carried to the 
D. and L. chancellor. Both of them are greatly caraged thereat, and 
theratning to cu down the Atteanptero, 6c. they reſolve by all means to 
prevent itzand in order hereunto the - Auayor is ſent to the Princi. 
pal of the Colledg on Therſdeyat Midnight to cauſe him to interpoſe: 
the Principal accordingly, the next day came into the Schools, and of- 
fered a contrery Boud to be Subſcribed by the Students, which was ge- 
_— refuſed by = unleſs ſome of — ry year. 3 

he next night n ent again, appre two 
Engliſh — Andy aud ſome others w — to be the 
principal Actors. Theſe they carry to the Towu- Guards, where they 
were examined by the Town-Council the re met on purpoſe, and then 
delivered to the oats, and by them under pretence of ſpeak- 
ing with the conveyed with Matches buroing, & c. to the ca- 
non · gate Toll · boot b, and there received and Impriſoned by a Company 
of Red. Coats. And put out of the JariſdiFion of the 
Provoſt, there was mo redseſs to be expected but from the Privy- 


Comncil. 


= | The 
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The next thing to prevent the deſign, was a Proclamation prohibit - 


ing all Merchants and Tradeſmen to ſuffer their Appreatices or Servants 
to go abroad on cbri ima. daj. SE 
And laſtly, for-the grand reſerve, when the day came, the Provoſt 
contrary to the Priviledges of the City, ſuffered all the Forces that 
were in the Suburbs or parts adjacent, to March in, and Poſt themſelves 
in the moſt convenieat places for preventing our deſigu. Gen. Daliel, 
with the Livetenant and a Squadron of his Majeſties Horſe-Guard, 
and other Companies on Foot, goes to ſecure the Graſs-Market, as be- 
ing the place of ordinary Execution. E of Marr with Two Compa- 
nies Marches towards the Parliewent-Cloſe to guard the Croſs. And 
there indeed, as being the Gentile place of ution, we deſigned 
to effectuate our purpoſe. The * ·[ ſeeing no appear- 
ance of ought in the Greſr- Aar let, up the Cafe · bill, FL | 
(tis like) we would chuſe the propereſt place, and burn 8 
Saucerer where the little inferior ones uſually were. The City · Mili- 
tia are ranked in the middle of the Higl - Hrees to defend it. Another 
Company of Foot ſent to duuble the ordinary Guards at the Holyrud:e- 
bouſe for the ſecurity of the Duke's Perſon. | 
y all this Martial preparation againſt us, all this noiſe of Drums, 
Kettle-Drums and Trampets, all this appearance of Colours flying, 
drawn Swords, Matches burning, &c. wherewith at this time > 4 
whole City was full, you will think, Sir, you had reaſon to charge us 
as you did with a formed Combination against the Government. Sure 
you cannot now imagine but that we were ingaged in a Rebellion no 
formidable than that of Ireland. All this duſt could not be raiſed 
for nothing: It may be fo. But you que me, How dur ſi we ven- 
tare our ſelves againit ſuch Puiſſance, nleſe werelzed upon Jome potent 
aſſiſlance? Believe me, Sir, we..intended iport, and not to fight; and 
thereſore had the courage to begin our March, not only without 
knowing of any 4xx#ieries, but alſa without being provided of any 
Arms our ſelves. Ti true, our numbers jocreaſed by an uaſought for 
| of a great many Tradeſmen and Apprentices (till as we march- 
ed " — — | —— — dont 
opery as our ſel ves: Yer I proteſt to you, that we t t our 
elves enow to ren all the Forces we came to fight, and to ſtorm all 
the Caſtles we came to befiage, without the affiſtance of any; and there- 
fore we never had any former much leſs combination 
with theſe Volunteers. No, we never in the leaſt acquainted nor deſired 
the concurrence of any but thoſe of our own Society. 
We thus attended the Statue in its. Powtifica/ibas down the High- 
School Wind, and up Black: Fryers Wind to the Higb · reet. You will 
admire how we got àny place free almoſt to 2 the execution in: 
et we did ; but ſeeing the armed oppoſition that was drawing on all 
ſides, and being careful of keeping the peace, without further Cere- 
mony, than the reading of a ſhort Accuſatjon, we ſer it on fire with a 
conple of Flambeaus: at the fight whereof Pgreat Papa, being loudly 
reſounded, made it ſeems a terrible reverberation in ſome ears. L. L. 
being neareſt, was ſooneſt alarmed, and having been many years _ 
+ aug 
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Kings ſervice, and (as they ſay) never drawn his Sword in anger be- 
fore, now draws it in defence of the Pope; ſome: who were near- 
eſt, rudely demanded Hanſel, &c. But this was not all, for making a 
furious al at one of the wnarmed Actors, he loſt his footing, and 
untuckily fell proſtrate before the Statue. Some informed his Lord- 
ſhip that it was a miſtzken Devotion, fi f the Tixeber- Popes bad no Toer. 
So that ariſing, he commanded his Souldiers, who were bur juſt now 
eome up, not being able altogether to keep pace with his Lordſhips 
Zeal, to extinguiſh the Flames. And we who reſolved to make no o- 
ther oppoſition than by 3hronging her to hinder any acceſs to the 
Statue till it were thorowly Rin 3 after we had cronded à litthe 
white, departed, and leſt it tothe diſcretion of its defenders. By this 
time it was all on flames, for we ſtuffed it well within with Roſin, 
Pitch, Gunpowder, and ſuch like combaſtible ſtuff, deftgredly, that 
our ſtay about it, after *twas on fire might be rhe leſs. So that you can- 
not but obſerve Sir, that however blameable we might be in burni 
it after the Publick Authority had apptared againſt us, yet we u 
all imaginable care that it ſhonld be done in a manner as list le 
as might be. After our departure the Souldiers did what they could 
to put an end to the burning. I doubt dot but you would have ſmiled 
to have ſeen what crue ! Prob the merciful Souldiers gave his Holinefs 
with the Buts of their Viaſquersxthough the choice were hard, yet it was 
their kindneſs, rather to knock him oth head, than fee him die before 
their eyes, the unhallowed Heath of a Hererich, Yet could not all their 
care reſcue him from the d Fate; for beimg ink of the 
Gunpowder, they thought it their wiſdom to retire, leſt by bring too 
nearly concerned for the Papes fuſtty, they hazard rheir'own, 
And twas well they did fo in fo feiferble à tne; for immechatrly 
— reached the Powder ; and che Pope expired in 2 
Sti | h 

But we have not done with him: A mote Caroricel Adventure yet 
remains: The little boyes of the Town, ſuch as you would have ſuſ- 


pected by their agnitnde were ſcarce yet 'ſowell tertered as to 


Po-pe-ryz they take c 2 andrefotve to do ſomething: and findi 
the Relitts of the . which the violence of th 


ſevered from the body, tye a ſtring to it, and drzy it up che Street to 
the caſtle-bill. The Kings Forces too hg fo prmcipal a part, and 
ſtorming to quit a prize ſo conſiderable to fuch Diminut ive enemies, 


like men of coxrege who ſcorn to be baffled, Troop abont, and 
put on brave reſolutions, rather to dye lie men upon the place, than 
not recover what they had Toſt. Believe me, there was no greet need 
of ſuch ſuperlative Valour, for the Hitle Mirmidomt had vo ſtomach 
(1 aſſure you) to fight ſh redoubted an enemy, if they could avoid 
it, and therefore retreat as orderly as they came: but their ſtratagem 
proved unſucces ful, for can we doubt but they had one? had 
to do with old Souldiers who underſtood Martial Diſcipline too well 
to. untwiſt While their enemies were in a capacity of rallying, and 
who therefore make an eager purſuit in Barralia 3 and falling in upon 
a ſmall party that was to jultifie the Retreat, they diſcomfit them, 


and 
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and preſſing hard upon the main body of the Mirmidons, you may 
think for a while there was a ſharp raucounter! The Mir midous, L al- 
ſure you, ſhewed as much manhosd as their enemies; but alas | being 
inferior, tho only in — of diſciplinę, aſter a tough reſiſtance they 
were forced to flye 3 
them came off intire with half of the booty, which they ſecured in a 
Well, and after when the field was clear, 'took up and Iſivered to the 
publick Executioner to do bir oſſice upon.” The other. half of the Booty 
fell into the enemies hams. I think, after ſome ſtrugling en it 
ſhould belong, one of the Truampeters got it: 2 


Bat enoug hof this. Sir, I am afraid you will Cen bat that 
in telling o ridiculous « bu „I impoſe upon y muſt confeſs; I 
ont ove haxy, had. the faith to bave belaved. it my;ſclt, unleſs I. bad 


ſuch grounds for it as _ could not r — — Bur tis time 
to veturu. U 1 I | 


 Alkthis while thoſe Students wha dee, on F \Eridy night 


Artbey will not | 
a which eden ben n F fi. 
to call si — But at 
reſolved.to. adbere ch heir anfrers, and thas he 
by any means e ee e. them-zyhich could be ſo 
— a probable ground of the Gontrivapce upon the: Lord 
Grey, &c. he was content to take of +1 100,; Marks a- piece for 
further appearance at the Councils m to diſmiſs them, 


| - On Anden at night the: Kings Advacate examined the reſt of th 
and threarned them with the Boot if chey would not [the 
8 oe writ the band. One of them con he writ 4 paper which the 


78 ſubſcribed, but denied it to be a bond. Then they were interrogated, . 
bet ber 


they defigned an affront upon ny of the Nobility * They anſwer- 
ed, That to prevent that vergi anſconſtrutfien, vhey had declared the contra- 
is that paper. Then the Advocate defired' him who had owned the 
Writing, to ſwear 41.46 $hat-glauſe of it wherein they proteſt ageinſt any 
' intentionto affront, &c. whether any inſtigated him to put it in or ho? 
He being conſcious to himſelf, — no body had inſtigated him to any 

part thereof, and not. wre of the ſuare, took the Oath as the 

Lesen. had tendred it. they were examined, Whether there bad 

any of the Whig- Miniſters or == ihigens at any of their Conſultations ? 
An the Advocate finding by the reſoluteneſ of their denial, there had 
been-none, was content to them upon bond for further ap- 


„ 


1 Tz 


t the rout was nat ſo total, but that a party of 


_—_ 
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w might we have epplied our ſelves to our findres, and all things 
had noe ſome of the Soldiers . o What ends, theniſelves 


"given ny an ocreſſox (L d not 2 reaſon) to herd jog - 
= _ RE cutting one of the Students quite through 
the Scull, the very gate of the Cofledy, and that without the leaſt 


proyotationz and not onl d. but by ind gi 
of us in other places of the Town. r things 


horde — fureher was yet to be done, to 
drive us on to & greater that knew the humour of 
rn oung Students, Be mn they ee N from 

ownſmen or Soldiers, apt they are to together in. ſuch ca- 
ſes, and: — 2 ould dot be fir to feek for i 


way to them forward vo things not otherwife ereuſable than by 
the beet of young blood, and the inexcaſtblaniſs of the provocations, 


For my own part, when I coofider how frequent De 
Students in Edewhwrgh, and in other places of Scotland, upon leſs 
vocations to commit far 


1 Ie 
go to the Palace with a deſign vo have 
pe ; but being denied admittance ( bur ade 


was not yet over) return be the go eee 
— 2 . — 
"gs, houghts, Icon 3 
cad in helm Ribbons ini our thats 
with this Motto. ND 


NP we — 
to be ep we em — 
— +4 Sir, 


Ce to ſay, for we cannot bur 
who pretend to exceed us as much in dif- 
, as they deim years, and yet could not forbear 
— and returns on the other hand, have either 
forfered that advantage of diſcretion they wo; fag to above us, or 
given us too great cauſe to ſuſpect they ha liciows deſign of in- 
creaſing the Mutiny. r contre you inſtances even in this —_— 

W 


ties offered to others 
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know who they were thut threatned to tread wnder iu, feet thoſe who 
durſt wear « blew Ribbon bifove him. And who they were t and 
io one of us (by what authority himſelf knows) for indiſcreetly 

faying, Thet allthis with for burning the Pope. Perſons from whom 
( of All others) ſuch worth and ſuch actions were little expected. I 
could tell you more. But my bufine@-is not icularizeother mens 
Rh, fo far as "will beak * for our 


Sir, I do affare bu this auning to one irs Ribbons is 4 thi 


_ 
Ringuiſhd | 4 ee Se e know, 
ee any 5 doin the Bayh tler Ge 
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Sir, the Houſe was burnt, and burnt deſignedly, there is no queſtjog.y 
bhit how, or by whom, I am not able politively to inform. you. I am, 
ſure when J heard it, I was in a ſtrange ſurpriſe, knowing that it woyld- 
not be eaſie for us to decline the odium; and therefore tho' I was co 
ſcious of my own innocency in paxticular, and behevcd as much of al 
the reſt ; yet for my farther ſatigfaftion I was curious to go immedi- 
atcly to the oſt daringianud wdertgking among us, and ſuch WhOm { 
aſſured my ſelf muſt have been concerned, if any were. But] pumps 
ed in vain ; for I found them all in a ſurpriſe equal to my own, and 2s 
much deteſting ſuch a Villany. And have reaſpn to believe, that had 
they known any ſuch thing, they durſt have confided in my ſecreſie, 
tho” poſſibly had it been ſo, their confidence would have proved falſa 


bottom d. And I am the rather inclined to pronounce them innocent, 


becauſe I found them all able, by a ſucceſſion of witneſſes, as it hay- 
pened, to prove where they had; been all that time. And tha! diligen 
inquiry: bas been made at Dyddzfioy, Libbertaꝶ, and other places adipiu: 
iog to Pritſt feidʒ yet I hear nas of any one of our numbæt that was 
ſeen auꝝ dime that day or nigbt theraboutss 
d doth emu ry on, BMA ; 1 211 Pastor 
And E could further confirm our innocency by the late report we 
beard, that one of theſe poor Beys hath been ſince booted; And tho it 
might have been · enpecbed that the extremity of that horrible Torture 
might have made him accuſe himſelf or others of things that never 
entredi intu his or their thoughts; yet tis (aid he 814 their ino; 
cency:rwith admirable courage 3 and being taken out, bid the ſtandery, 
by eonſider how great that innggency muſt needs be, when it had ena: 
bled him» to u thoſe tormems which he doubted not wool 
have forced confeſſions of the greateſt of Villanies from the ſtoutelt © 

themſelyvesit But I ſhall rather {yperſcde this Argument, than once be- 


hieve men could have acted ſo grłat cruelty upon children. 


: P; &7 47 3 | 1 70 
Vir, that I may be plain with you, there wants not ground to be- 
lieve, That ſome perſons might think if they could cunningly and ſe. 
cretly fire the houſe of; Prieſt: ald, it would be an eaſie matter to raiſe 
a belief that it was done by us. They knew that the circumſtances. of 
the foregoing diſorders, eſpecially the words which they knew they 
could prove ſome of us in paſſion had ſpoken, would be evidence ſuffi- 
cient to ſuſpect, if not convict us of the fact, unleſs we could with e- 
qual probability lay it ſome where elſe; and that they hoped might be 
prevented by a ſecret-management on their fide. But whether or no 
they haye thus managed it with a cunning and ſecreſie equal to the 
contrivance, poſſibly we may, know more hereafter. At preſent, we 
know thui'much, that there Bas a Gunpowtler:Barrel with the Caſtle 
ſtamp upon't, found the next day in that part of the Park that is gear- 
eſt to Prieſtſield. Aud as I am informed, ſome asking the Governour of 
the Caltle, Io whom, and when he had delivered any Barrels of Gunpow- 
der? received this anſwer, That of late he had wot delivered any, but one 
to the Halyrud-houſe, to furniſh the Gaurds withall, But having this laſt 


parti- 
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particular only by flying report, I will not be poſitive in it: But be 
that as it will, I ſee not how we can once imagine how any of the 
Students ſhould come by a Barrel ſo marked, for that ſuch a Barrel 
was found is moſt certain: I think none will ſay they cither ſturmed 
the Caſtle, or plundered the Halyrad- houſe for it. Beſides, you can- 
not, but have heard of the attempt that was made to fire a Houle in 
Edenburgb, tis like if the Incendiary had not been taken and diſco- 
vercd#to. be one of the Marqueſs of, Hxtlies men, we might have 
been charged with that too; and you have heard of the apprehenſi- 
ons the Citizens at preſent have, that that wicked deſigu of burning 
their City is not yet lade aſide. And the World knows that London 
was burat and by whom, | 


; I will not urge your Argument of cui bone: If it be of any force, 
let it prevail only ſo far, as to make you believe us innocent, till you 
hear we are proved guilty. And let not a p=rfunQory reading of 
the late Proclamation in Scotland againſt us, cauſe you to miſtake ir 
fo far, as to imagine we are directly charged therein of this horrid 
Fact much leſs already proved guilty of it ; for tho it be ſomething 
perplexed, yet upon due examination you will find, that tis only poſi- 
tive, that there i convincing proof that the Houſe of Prieſt field wes 
burnt down by throwing in Fire balls. 


I deny not that we were accuſed as guilty before the Council, and 
(as *cis like) that all the probable circumſtanees were with the utmoſt 
induſtry aggravated in the Information, we believe that nothing 
which the utmolt malice of our Adverſaries could ſuggeſt was omitted, 
becauſe of the meaſures that the Council thereupon took: It was no 
ſmall thing which induced them to ſummon e*them thoſe who 
had given bond for their appearance, and upon their appearance to 


. Impriſon them again, and then to ſhut up the Gates of the Schools of 


the Colledge : And in the next place, by the Proclamation, to com- 
mand all and every of the Students within twenty four hours to de- 
part Fiftcen Miles at leaſt from Edenburgb. 


Tis (as I am informed) our Principal offered that thoſe who 
ſhould be found guilty of theſe diſorders, might bear the puniſhment 
themſelves ; and thought it hard, that all ſhould be involved in a ge- 
neral ruine, before it 22 how many were guilty: And knew 
not whether it was regular firſt ro puniſh them, and then examine 
whether they deſerved it And how this examination could be 
taken in their abſence much lefs, whether a ſubmiſſion by proxy 
would be admitted: And deſired his Advocates might be heard 
argue it, whether it were ſo agreeable to Law, that a Colledge eſta- 
| bliſhed by Parliament, without Act of Parliament ſhould be diſ- 

folved? 


Sir, there is one thing more I muſt not forget to tell you ; tis, that 


tho? the Proclamation take care, that ſuch whoſe Parents or Tutors 
e E wil 
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will give caution for their good behaviour might abide behind ; Yet 
matters were ſo ordered, that tho' the Engliſh Gentlemen offered luch 
caution, yet the Clerks of the Council delayed firſt, and at laſt, af. 
ter they had been conſulting at the Halyrud houſe, poſitively retuſea 
to accept it; and ſo the time allowed being near au end, aud they 
fearing to be trapanned, were in all haſt neceſſitated to go out of 
Edenburgh on foot, and take poſt at the next Stage. 


Thus, Sir, I have given you an impartial account of the whole 
procedure, ſo far as I am able; and tho I do not pretend that what 
I have ſaid will vindicate us in every particular; yet this I may fay 
without any imputation of Impudence, that upon the whole matter, 
tis evident our crimes are not near ſo odious as you have been made 
to believe. I may ſay it, had there been no oppolition, nothing, ei- 
ther in the contrivance or management of the whole Action, could 
have been juſtly lyable to blame. Tis true, we have been indiſcreer, 
raſh, have acted like our ſelves, in that when we heard of oppoſition 
we deſiſted not. I am heartily ſorry we went on, when we ſee, that 
what we were a going about, for the manner of it, was diſguſted by 
the Magiſtrates. - But that we defigned a Rebellion, were abetted by 
others thereunto, endeavoured to make a party to carry it on, to the 
diſſetlement of the Government, or that we did ſo much as avow af- 
fronts to the Magiſtracy, is wickedly falſe. Even thoſe extravagan- 
cies which we did commit, may moſt of them be accounted for, by 
the unexpectedneſs of the oppoſition we met withal, and the great 
provocations we thought we received from particular perſons. And 
tis no mean Argument that we are not ſo really guilty as your Letter 
would make us, if it be ſoberly conſidered that ſuch trivial, boyiſh 
freaks, were improved with ſuch a mighty pother to make us appear 
ſo. Who can imagine but that there have been exceeding falſe Glaſ- 
ſes uſed, when our Childiſb divirtiſements have been repreſented to 
the Magiſtrates as formidable Combinations againſt the State? What a 
Mountain hath been made of our Molehill ! Thus can men make eve- 
ry Stake in a Hedge, when they have a mind to pull it up, a Public 
Nuſance! Thus can wicked men who have an itch to be combating, 
make Images of Straw appear real enemies | Thus can they contrive 
to diſſolve Seminaries of Learning, when according to the old me- 
thod, they are uſhering in Devotion by Ignorance! Good God! what 
terrible Batteries may we not expect, when ſuch extraordinary dili- 
gence is uſed already to force earth for the Mounts ? 


Well, God bleſs His Majeſty ſay I, and let him live to diſappoint 
the Malice and Hopes of his greateſt Enemies; for we may poſſibly 
have ſuch a Succeſſour, who is reſolved to look upon peoples p 72 
ſing their deteſtation of Popery to be a Crime equal to Rebellion : And 
every publick owning of the Proteſt art Religion, to be an intollerable 
Front to his Perſon. 


Sir, 


[ 19 ] 


Sir, tis time I conclude ; If I have been already too tedious, you 
will aſcribe it to the zeal I have at once to ſatisſie your commands, 
and to waſh of thoſe black and horrid imputations which your Letter 
involves me and others in. I ſhould be ſorry that your ſelf, or any 
other conſiderate perſon ſhould take me to be guilty of that Bigottry 
you ſpeak of, much more ſorry to ſee you continue to think me ca- 
pable of thoughts of Rebellion: You know how much IL have al- 
ways, ſince I underſtood the difference of any thing, deteſted thoſe 
both Principles and Practiſes. Iam intirely of your mind, that Pro- 
teſtants cannot more prejudice themſelyes, and the intereſt of their 
Religion, then by endeavouring to promote it by undue courſes, or 
to defend and ſecure it by aſſociations not warranted _ If by 
all I have ſaid, I have been able to reſcue my Loyalty that taint 
it may«have received in your opinion, upon the account of my bei 
in ſome meaſure concerned in what you ſo highly decry ; · twill be the 
preateſt ſatisfaction imaginable to | 


F- 8IR, 
1685. | 
The devomeſt of your Servants 
N. M 
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